Dean Rodgers – Red – Ulearn 08 conference workshop October 2008

Film making tips;

· Old OHP upside down without the pole make good lights

· Rice bags with sand to help keep poles steady

· Use the menu well - the white balance – spot exposure and the rule of thirds grid and use the spot focus buttons to focus  on one point (manual focus)

· Buy a telescopic feather duster or fishing net from the Warehouse as a mic boom

· He reckons cheap mini-dv Canon cameras (MD 225 $320) are the best and cheapest – expensive to fix, better off to start again!!

· Time code the tape by running it through on record with the cap on before you use it

· Get a cleaning tape

· Keep each tape in a zip lock bag with a notebook – the continuity person is responsible

· Buy $2 shop car windscreen protectors to use as light reflectors – and use them outside always!!

· If you want real ones they don’t cost much from a photographic supply shop

· Use a high jump pole (or get tech department to make you up something) to mount the camera on to take interesting shots and use the camera remote to film

·  Make a cheap steady cam with a tripod stand and an 8kg pole weight

· Buy a mic stand (table size) or tripods (really long legs) at Katmandu

· At www.beach.tek.com - microphone mounts which maximise sounds

· Use a windsock outside

· Use the diopter on the eye piece to focus with kids who wear glasses

· Always shoot 16:9

· Shoot in DV 16:9 or HD 720 16:9

· Remember that when you first use imovie it will default to NTSC (not the format we use in NZ) unless you tell it otherwise. The way round this is to plug the camera in before you open imovie and it will automatically recognise it

· Green screen – get the brightest green that’s not reflective (velvet or felt is best) – Iron it and hang it and you must have an even light on it and have them standing a bit away from the screen

· Look for green screen software on net – wax 2.0

· Use the new photo booth on a mac to green screen

· Vegas video software for PC has a green screen plugin

· Wirecast programme allows you to put animation and movie and live feed cameras  to create a tv studio – live video mixing – very cool!!

http://www.apple.com/downloads/macosx/video/wirecast.html 

